
Pastoral Council 

      Minutes 

      September 17, 2020, via Zoom 

Members present: Father Brice, Deacon Rick, Bob Ostrowski, Chet Przybylski, Vern Schroth, Ginny 

Williams, Paul Peterson (Chair), Dave Rosenthal, Justine Brilowski, Bill Fehrenbach, Susan Zach 

(secretary) 

Excused: Imelda Horvath 

 

I. Opening prayer 

II. Approval of August minutes (with change to correct September meeting date) 

III. New Member In-service on our Paschal Mystery and sacramental lifestyle (Father Steve) 

Early Christian community 

 Diaconia – in the service of others, deacons and all the community 

 Kerygma – learning the message of the Gospel, the cross 

 Koinonia – life in the Spirit, a community in mind and heart 

 Liturgia – worship in words and hymns 

From these derive a parish’s ministries:  Social Justice, Faith Formation, Family Life, Sacred 

Worship. 

Our faith leads us to go out, to enter into relationship with others. 

The young must be nudged out of their comfort zone to participate in the life of the 

community. 

IV. Father Steve’s sermons on the US Bishops’ Forming Conscience for Faithful Citizenship 

 

Parish Council members stated that they had had both positive and some negative feed-

back about the first sermon last week.  

One parishioner sent an email stating he/she did not want our parish to get political (Chet).  

The phrase “intrinsically evil acts” in the document may be more divisive than healing. 

Cardinal Bernardin’s concept of a “Consistent Ethic of Life” within our Catholic faith, 1983, 

may be worth revisiting (Susan). 

Difficult issues such as abortion should be handled in a healing way, rooted in church 

teaching. Let’s not pretend abortion is not an issue (Joanna). 

We all need to learn to listen better to others with whom we disagree (Bob). 

 



Father Steve asks people to openly bring their concerns and thoughts to parish council 

members in order to have input. We realize that social/political issues may be hard for some 

parishioners to hear discussed at Mass (Ginny). 

We are dedicated to building a living community (Father Steve), and the consensus among 

parish council members is that we move forward in this direction. 

 

V. Statement from Wisconsin bishops regarding the lifting of dispensation from attending Mass 

because of the Covid-19 threat: 

 

Council members are in support of the letter of response written by Father Steve and our 

parish staff, stating that we will go forward with the measures that we have set in place and 

been following. More weekend Masses are now available; parishioners are asked to 

continue to make reservations ahead of time, to follow social distancing, and also to wear 

masks. This is especially valid in light of the fact that Portage County is emerging as a “hot 

spot” for cases of Covid-19.  

 

Some parishioners may not be in agreement with our parish’s response to the Bishops’ 

letter. American Catholics like to decide on their own what parish they will attend, based on 

their long-held views. The lifting of the dispensation will probably not make a difference to 

older parishioners, although some who are medically fragile may feel they need to come 

back because of the bishops’ decree (Bob). 

 

On what basis have the bishops’ taken away this dispensation, given the rise in cases? (Bill) 

 

Father Steve’s efforts to keep parish members informed and connected through Live 

Streaming of Masses, frequent email updates in “Pastoral Ponderings,” and weekly bulletins 

have gone a long way to keep us together as a community these last six months.  

 

Consensus of the Parish Council: parishioners need to continue to make good choices about 

their own health. Members agree to sign their names, along with Father Steve’s, to our 

parish’s response to Bishop Callahan’s letter on removal of dispensation to attend Sunday 

Mass. 

 

VI. Finance report (Vern) 

Our August collection of $ 58,000 was down by a few thousand dollars from prior months. 

To date we are down $ 6,600. Overall, we are in the black because our expenses are down 

(committees are spending less), and we have received our endowment allocation as well as 

a rebate of about 4K from the Diocesan Appeal. We have $ 70,000 in our checking, and we 

have not touched our savings this year. 

 

VII. Agenda requests 

Abortion programming in our parish (Justine). Respect for Life issues will be brought to the 

Social Justice Committee for consideration (Rick). 

 



VIII. Next meeting: October 15, 2020 

3 Spirit Nights beginning this Monday, September 21 

Alpha! September 29 

 

IX. Closing Prayer and Adjournment, 8:00 pm 

 

  


